Rehabilitation of the edentulous mandible with a fixed implant-supported prosthesis.
Implant rehabilitation of an edentulous mandible presents significant improvements over conventional complete denture therapy with regard to patient satisfaction, and it can improve a patient's quality of life. Several implant prosthetic designs have been developed and successfully utilized in clinical practices. The goal of this article is to describe the prosthetic design and technical steps in the fabrication of a fixed implant-supported mandibular prosthesis. A technique is described in which the positioning of appropriately selected abutments is completed in a predictable manner. This article discusses the prosthetic designs and technical steps in fabricating a fixed implant-supported mandibular prosthesis. Upon reading this article, the reader should: Understand the prosthetic design for the treatment of an edentulous mandible. Recognize the significance of the technical steps in this rehabilitation process.